
Thursday 3rd December 2020 

6.00 pm- 7.30 pm 





 Fallow time 

 

 PPE/ FFP3’s 

 

 Vaccination 

 

 Environmental cleaning 

 

 Reflection 

 

 

 

 



 Patients will fall into either low, medium or high risk 
COVID-19 pathways. 

 Patients must be screened, triaged (and when 
available tested) prior to treatment. 

 Airborne precautions are required for all patients on 
the medium and high-risk pathways if an AGP is 
undertaken. 

 SICPs are the basic infection prevention and control 
measures necessary to reduce the risk of 
transmission of infectious agents from both 
recognised and unrecognised source. Required across 
all COVID-19 pathways. 

 TBPs are additional measures to SICPs required when 
caring for patients/individuals with a known or 
suspected infection such as COVID-19. TBPs are 
based upon the route of transmission (i.e. contact, 
droplet, airborne). 



 Known as post AGP downtime 
 

 Dental practices are advised to ascertain the air 
changes per hour (ACH) within all surgeries. 
 

 Fallow time is dependent on air changes per 
hour, procedure but does not fall below 10 mins 
for patients in medium or high-risk pathways.  

 Mitigation against aerosols: high-volume 
suction/dental dam should be used routinely 
especially were air changes are low 

 AGPs should not be carried out in rooms where 
there is no natural or mechanical ventilation. 

 Only the person receiving dental treatment 
should attend unless a carer or escort is required 
for example a child. 
 
 





 Currently, and until ‘point of care’ testing is 
available, patients requiring routine dental 
care will predominantly fall into the medium 
risk pathway. 

  If a patient has evidence of a recent (72 
hours) negative SARs-CoV-2 test and no 
screening or triaging risks are identified, then 
the low risk pathway can be followed.  

 There must be screening/triaging/testing as 
outlined above in the administrative 

 measures for the care pathways. 

 



 Where there is ventilation but the number of 
ACH are unknown, or there are air changes of 
1 to 5 ACH, a baseline post AGP downtime of 
30 minutes is recommended with use of high-
volume suction/ rubber dam. 
 

 Where there are 6 to 9 ACH, a baseline post 
AGP downtime of 20 minutes is recommended. 
 

 If there are 10 or more ACH, a baseline post 
AGP downtime of 15 minutes is recommended. 
 



 Low risk patients do not require post AGP 
downtime. 

 

 High risk patients should be separated by 
space or time from other patients. 

 

 Allow to settle before environmental cleaning. 

 

 Post AGP downtime commences at the end of 
aerosol production. 



If 5 mins or  
greater 

If less than 5 
mins 





 Reusable gowns can be used for sessional if 
disposable gowns are unavailable as a 
contingency measure only. 

 Eye/face protection should be removed 
outside the surgery if worn with a respirator 
as part of airborne precautions.  

 FFP3s with valves should be shielded with full 
face visors.  

 Sessional use of respirators is recommended 
if the dental team is undertaking multiple 
AGPs.  



 Reusable can be utilised as long as the 
practice, as the employer, holds the evidence 
that the respirator complies with HSE 
recommendations. 

 Staff members must have been fit tested 
according to manufacturers' guidance. 

 Reusable respirators must be 
decontaminated, and filters replaced in line 
with manufacturer's instructions.  

 Appropriate storage. 

 



 1/12/2020 

 Globally in the past week, cases of COVID-19 
have remained at approximately 4 million 
new cases, while new deaths have continued 
to increase to over 69 000.  

 This brings the cumulative numbers to over 
61.8 million reported cases and 1.4 million 
deaths globally since the start of the 
pandemic. 





 Warrington hospital 144 positive patients 
inpatient with 15 in ICU 

 Whiston hospital 52 positive patients with 2 
in ICU.  

 

 All areas showing slow steady decline. 
Possible that we will move back into Tier 3 
after Xmas week.  



 Mass vaccination is imminent.  

 Over 80’s and health and health and 
social care workers are a priority.  

 There will be 5 mass vaccination sites 
across our 3 boroughs.  

 First vaccine has been authorised – Pfizer  
It is anticipated that the Oxford vaccine 
will be authorised by the MHRA soon.  





 

 St Helens and Halton fall under the Liverpool 
city region  and will be supported by the 
Army  

 

 

 Warrington will have local team testing. 
10.000 tests available.  



 Frequency of cleaning at least twice daily. 
Frequently touched areas e.g. waiting 
rooms/dental chair, should be cleaned between 
patients. 

 A disinfectant agent such as a solution of chlorine 
at 0.1% or 1000ppm or an equivalent disinfectant 
effective against viruses, bacteria and fungi to EN 
standard 14476 for viricidal activity should be 
used. 

 Equipment used for cleaning, e.g. cloths, should be 
disposable; reusable items such as mops/buckets 
should be stored clean and dry between use. 

 Medical devices/equipment should be managed as 
per manufacturer’s instructions. 





 

 

 

Flu 2020/21 



 In light of the risk of flu and COVID-19 co-circulating this 
winter, the national flu immunisation programme will be 
absolutely essential to protecting vulnerable people and 
supporting the resilience of the health and care system. 
This includes care home residents and health and social 
care staff.  

 

 It is essential to increase flu vaccination levels for those 
who are living in the most deprived areas and from BAME 
communities. We need to ensure equitable uptake 
compared to the population as a whole and help protect 
those who are more at risk if they are to get COVID-19 
and flu.  
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• all those aged two to eleven. 

• people aged six months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups 

• all pregnant women (including those who become pregnant during flu 

season) 

• people aged 65 years and over (including those becoming 65 years by 

31 March 2021)    

• people living in long-stay residential care homes or other long-

stay care facilities  

• carers 

• household contacts of those on the NHS shielded patient list and 

immunocompromised individuals 

• all frontline heath and social care workers including care homes 

and domicillary care.  

• individuals between 50 and 64 years may be offered flu vaccine under 

the NHS flu vaccination programme following prioritisation of other 

eligible groups and subject to vaccine supply 
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All pregnant women are recommended to receive the 

inactivated flu vaccine irrespective of their stage of pregnancy      

• pregnant women are at increased risk from complications if they 

contract flu 

• having flu during pregnancy may be associated with premature 

birth and smaller birth size and weight 

• flu vaccination during pregnancy provides passive immunity 

against flu to infants in the first few months of life 

• studies on safety of flu vaccine in pregnancy show that 

inactivated flu vaccine can be safely and effectively administered 

during any trimester of pregnancy  

• no study to date has demonstrated an increased risk of either 

maternal complications or adverse fetal outcomes associated 

with inactivated flu vaccine 

• women should be offered flu vaccine every time they are 

pregnant 

  
25  The national flu immunisation programme 2020/21  



 Vaccine uptake in the 65years and over is 
75%.  

 This is up from 72.4% last year at the end of 
the flu season.  
 

 41.2% in under 65 years and under.  
 32.2% in pregnant women.  
 50-64 year old will be eligible for vaccine 

from 1/12/2020 
 Uptake also high in the 2 to 3 year olds.  

 



 

 

 

Public Health England: Infectious disease update 



 New HIV diagnoses in gay and bisexual men at 
their lowest in 20 years  

 A new report by PHE shows that newly diagnosed 
cases in gay and bisexual men was the lowest in 
20 years.  

 1,700 new diagnosis in gay and bisexual men in 
2019 compared to 1,600 in heterosexual adults.  

 Treatment is now so effective that 97% of people 
receiving ART have undetectable levels of virus 
which means it is impossible to pass the virus on.  

 Aim to end transmission of the virus in the UK by 
2030.  



 

 

 

 

                 Network & best practice  



 
 
 
 

                     Any other business?  
 
 
 
 
          Next meeting 2021 to be confirmed  


